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Climate 

Total Precipitation:  
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/precipitation/precip 

Over much of the continental interior of Canada, precipitation reaches its annual maximum 

in the summer months and falls as rain. October marks the transition from mainly rain 

to snowfall across northern Canada.  

 

Maximum Snow Depth: 
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/snowcover/snowdepth 

This map shows the average maximum snow depth in centimetres computed over 

18 winter seasons (1979 to 1997). Over southern Canada this usually occurs in January 

or February, while the time of maximum accumulation occurs much later in mountain areas 

and in the Arctic. The main features of the map are the pronounced maximum in snow 

accumulation over the western Cordillera, where snow depths can exceed several metres, 

with a secondary maximum over Quebec and Labrador. These maxima are related to their 

proximity to oceans, which act as sources of moisture and winter storms, and to 

the orographic effect of the mountains in the case of western Canada. The two maxima are 

linked by a band of higher snow accumulation that follows the boreal forest zone; this is a 

preferred track for winter storms. To the north of this zone is the relatively shallow snow 

cover of the Arctic (low snowfall with extensive wind packing). To the south, the depth of 

snow is limited by the shorter accumulation season and the substantial sublimation of 

snow over the Canadian Prairies. 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/precipitation/precip
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/snowcover/snowdepth
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/learningresources/glossary/results.html?term=Orographic%20effect
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/learningresources/glossary/results.html?term=Wind%20Packing
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/learningresources/glossary/results.html?term=Sublimation
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January Minimum and Maximum Temperature 
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_winter 
January marks the depths of winter across Canada and, with the exception of the 

coastal parts of southern Vancouver Island, below freezing minimum 

temperatures are the norm. Weak or no sunshine means there is minimal diurnal 

variation between the maximum and minimum temperature in January. The map shows the 

mean daily minimum and maximum temperatures for January. 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_winter
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April Minimum and Maximum Temperature 
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_spring 
Minimum temperatures in April are below freezing for most of Canada.Below-

freezing maximum temperatures in April are restricted to northern Canada and the extreme 

northern portions of Ontario and Quebec adjacent to Hudson Bay. The map shows the mean 

daily minimum and maximum temperatures for April. 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_spring


5 | P a g e  
 

 

July Minimum and Maximum Temperature 
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_summer 
Below-freezing minimum temperatures in July are normal only for higher 

elevations on Ellesmere and Baffin Islands in Canada’s far northeast. Much of 

southern Canada experiences minimum temperatures above 10ºC in July. Maximum 

temperatures in July are above freezing across all of Canada except for high elevations on 

Ellesmere Island. The map shows the mean daily minimum and maximum temperatures for 

July. 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_summer
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October Minimum and Maximum Temperature 
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_fall 

In October, longer nights and a return to below-freezing minimum temperatures is evident 

across most of Canada except for coastal British Columbia, southern Ontario and Quebec 

and most of the Atlantic Provinces. Much of southern Canada experiences maximum 

temperatures in October above 10°C, whereas maximum temperatures across 

most of the northern territories are below zero. The map shows the mean daily 

minimum and maximum temperatures for October. 
 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/temperature/temp_fall
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Precipitation  

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/precipitation/precip 

Over much of the continental interior of Canada, precipitation reaches its annual 

maximum in the summer months and falls as rain. October marks the transition from 

mainly rain to snowfall across northern Canada. The map shows the seasonal mean 

precipitation in the months of January, April, July and October. 

 

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/climate/precipitation/precip


8 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecology 
 



10 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 



11 | P a g e  
 

 

 



12 | P a g e  
 

 

 



13 | P a g e  
 

Natural Resources 
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Geology 
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Hydrology 
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Land 
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Natural Hazards 
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